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 Flight Test Safety Checklist
	Aircraft


	

	Test Purpose


	

	Flight Crew


	

	Flight Date


	


	Ref.
	Checklist Item
	N/A
	Yes
	No

	1
	Crew Considerations
	
	
	

	1.1
	Are all crewmembers medically fit to fly and sufficiently rested?
	
	
	

	1.2
	Is the crew familiar with operating the aircraft and its test equipment?
	
	
	

	1.3
	Have all crewmembers had sufficient time to consider the content of the test plan and understand the purpose of the tests?
	
	
	

	1.4
	Are all crewmembers confident in their ability to carry out the tests required, safely and efficiently?
	
	
	

	1.5
	Have all ground crewmembers been briefed adequately?
	
	
	

	2
	Test Planning
	
	
	

	2.1
	Has draft AFM or equivalent information covering operation of the aircraft been reviewed?
	
	
	

	2.2
	Are exceedances of any AFM limitations permitted and agreed?
	
	
	

	2.3
	Are any additional flight limitations specified and agreed?
	
	
	

	2.4
	Have any specific or unusual limitations been discussed and understood?
	
	
	

	2.5
	Has the written flight test plan been agreed?
	
	
	

	2.6
	Is the Flight Permit valid for the proposed flight tests?
	
	
	

	3
	Equipment
	
	
	

	3.1
	Are adequate communication systems available to all crewmembers?
	
	
	

	3.2
	Has all required safety equipment been installed and tested as necessary?
	
	
	

	3.3
	Is survivability equipment adequate for the flight taking into account the testing environment (e.g. over water, winter)?
	
	
	

	3.4
	Have FDR and CVR been tested as necessary? (if applicable)?
	
	
	

	4
	Configuration
	
	
	

	4.1
	Has a conformity inspection been performed? (if applicable)
	
	
	

	4.2
	Is the aircraft, without the test modifications, in the approved configuration?
	
	
	

	4.3
	Do aircraft test modifications correlate with required configuration?
	
	
	

	4.4
	Has disposition of all snags since last flight(s) been reviewed? 
	
	
	

	4.5
	Has significant maintenance action since last flight been reviewed?
	
	
	

	4.6
	Has all required maintenance been accomplished?
	
	
	

	4.7
	Is aircraft weight and balance report valid for the test configuration without reweighing?
	
	
	

	4.8
	Is aircraft correctly loaded in accordance with the weight and balance report? 
	
	
	

	4.9
	Is flight test ballast adequately secured? (if applicable)
	
	
	

	5
	Safety Planning
	
	
	

	5.1
	Has the Flight Test Safety Risk assessment been reviewed?
	
	
	

	5.2
	Has the flight test plan been briefed?
	
	
	

	5.3
	Have all required ground tests been completed?
	
	
	

	5.4
	Have previous test results been reviewed?
	
	
	

	5.5
	Have anticipated results (including failures of the system under test) been reviewed?
	
	
	

	5.6
	Have any special test procedures been reviewed (covered in checklists if necessary)?
	
	
	

	5.7
	Have buildup techniques been developed?
	
	
	

	5.8
	Have criteria for discontinuing the test or flight been agreed?
	
	
	

	5.9
	Have all safety/recovery procedures been briefed?
	
	
	

	5.10
	Have escape drills been adequately briefed?
	
	
	

	5.11
	If devices/interlocks are to be disabled during the flight  (e.g. circuit breakers, warning horn, power lever baulk), have procedures been put in place to re-enable the devices following test ? (if applicable)
	
	
	

	5.12
	Have all safety procedures for formation flight (e.g. chase aircraft), been briefed? (if applicable)
	
	
	

	5.13
	Has CFR been informed and briefed? (if applicable)
	
	
	

	6
	Miscellaneous
	
	
	

	6.1
	Have weather minimums been agreed?
	
	
	

	6.2
	Have atmospheric conditions for the tests been agreed?
	
	
	

	6.3
	Have time of day limitations (e.g. sufficient daylight for rescue operations) been agreed?
	
	
	

	6.4
	Is usable fuel commensurate with expected fuel usage during test flight and adequate reserves?
	
	
	

	6.5
	Are takeoff and landing  runway(s) suitable?
	
	
	

	6.6
	Is the test area suitable?
	
	
	

	6.7
	Is adequate insurance coverage in place?
	
	
	

	6.6
	Has a copy of the flight permit, a copy of the flight test plan and the ETA for the flight been left on the ground with a responsible 3rd party?
	
	
	

	7
	Other
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